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Welcome
The National Opera Studio (NOS) plays  
an essential role at the heart of British  
opera. It provides professional training  
of the highest quality for singers  
and repetiteurs who have the potential  
to become the leading artists of  
their generation.

NOS is independent yet works in  
partnership with the UK’s leading opera 
companies - English National Opera, 
Glyndebourne, Opera North, the Royal 
Opera House, Scottish Opera and Welsh 
National Opera. The intensity of the  
training programme is designed to create  
a working environment that closely  
reflects the professional opera world.

Located in Wandsworth, South West 
London, the Studio’s stunning late- 
Victorian building combines outstanding 
space and equipment with professional 
services developed over more than 40  
years of supporting the field.

Image by Craig Fuller, The Clore Building, the home of National Opera Studio
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Spaces for hire
The National Opera Studio has a range  
of multipurpose, air conditioned spaces 
available to hire throughout the year. Each 
room has a minimum of one piano and  
a full length mirror, and you can hire out 
individual rooms or the whole building.* 
Each space is available for hire on an  
hourly basis and is fully accessible on  
the ground floor or via our platform lift. 
As the Studio runs a full time training 
programme, our spaces are not usually 
available during term hours. Evening and 
weekend hire is available all year round. 
Discounts are available for charities, 
partners and local businesses.

 *Income generated from hires directly supports the work of the Studio. While we  
are not responsible for the business practices of any organisation or individual  
that hires our spaces, we undertake to ensure any risk these hires may cause to  
our reputation, policies, and working practices are mitigated and/or prevented.

Hire times

Mon-Fri 
5.30pm-11pm 
(During term time)
8am-11pm
(Outside term time)

Weekends
8am-11pm

 

Image by Craig Fuller
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SPACES FOR HIRE

Price
£60 per hour 
Discounts available for charities, 
partners and local businesses.

Location
1st Floor

Capacity
100 people 
(including performers)

Piano
Two grand pianos 
(Steinway* & Yamaha)

Dimensions
10.20m x 13.00m (132m²)

Lighting**
Lighting rig with lighting  
control desk

AV equipment***

PA system
- Digital mixing desk -  
   Allen&Heath SQ-5
- 2 x Hanging ambient  
   microphones
-  2 x Speakers
-  Denon CD & Blu-ray player
-  Apple TV
-  3mm phono lead
-  HDMI lead

Projection
-  Canon XEED WUX6010  
   HD projector
-  Large projection screen

Video
-  3 x Fixed 4k Panasonic 
   PTZ Cameras
-  Blackmagic: Hyperdeck      
   Studio Hd Mini

 
 * Additional surcharge of £20 for use of the Steinway.

 ** There are a number of lighting presets that can be selected from a control  
  pad in the Hall. If you would like to change lighting positions, a lighting  
  technician will be required and rates are included on page 25.

***  Except for self-recording, use of our AV equipment is only possible with a  
  NOS technician. Technical support rates are included on page 25. Additional  
  audio visual equipment to support your hire is available. See pages 18 for  
  a full breakdown.

Blackburn Hall
The Blackburn Hall is our largest multi-use 
space ideal for music, theatre and dance.

With its high ceilings, acoustic curtains  
and sprung floor, it is perfect for 
rehearsals, performances, auditions, 
filming, fitness classes, conferences and 
large presentations.

The Hall is located on the first floor of  
the building and features two grand 
pianos, a lighting rig, a PA system and  
fixed HD cameras.

Our state-of-the-art recording facilities 
make the Hall an ideal venue for filming 
and livestreaming, including performances, 
auditions and demos. Explore our filming 
and livestream packages on pages 20-24 
for more information.
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SPACES FOR HIRESPACES FOR HIRE

Price
£40 per hour*

Location
2nd Floor

Capacity
25 people 
(including performers)

Piano
One grand piano (Yamaha)

Dimensions
4.55m x 8.10m (37m²)

Height  
3.60m

AV equipment
Plasma TV
2 x Speakers
Apple TV
Denon CD & Blu-ray player
Denon 6 channel Bluetooth 
receiver & 3mm phono lead

 

Douglas Kane Studio
The Douglas Kane Studio works 
fantastically as a rehearsal space for 
individuals and ensembles, or to  
hold auditions or small performances.  
It is also suitable for small classes or 
board meetings and presentations.
 

Price
£25 per hour*

Location
Ground Floor

Capacity
10 people 

Piano
Two grand pianos  
(Yamaha and Kawai)

Dimensions
4.90m x 5.10m (25m²)

Height  
2.45m

AV equipment
Plasma TV
2 x Speakers
Apple TV
Denon 6 channel Bluetooth 
receiver & 3mm phono lead

 

Carne Studio
The Carne Studio is our largest practice 
room. It has two pianos and is ideal for 
small groups to rehearse, piano teaching, 
or individual practice.
 

 
 *Discounts available for charities, partners and local businesses. 
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SPACES FOR HIRESPACES FOR HIRE

Price
£20 per hour*

Location
1st Floor

Capacity
5 people 

Piano
One grand piano  
(Lipp & Sohn)

Dimensions
3.28m x 4.02m (13m²)

Height  
2.38m

AV equipment
Plasma TV
2 x Speakers
Apple TV
Denon 6 channel Bluetooth 
receiver & 3mm phono lead

 

Coaching Room One
Coaching Room One is ideal for individual 
practice. It also makes a good waiting 
space for the nearby Blackburn Hall, or 
as part of a casting suite.
 

Price
£20 per hour*

Location
1st Floor

Capacity
6 people 

Piano
One grand piano  
(Yamaha)

Dimensions
4m x 4m (16m²)

Height  
2.38m

AV equipment
Plasma TV
2 x Speakers
Apple TV
Denon 6 channel Bluetooth 
receiver & 3mm phono lead

 

Nicholas John Studio
The Nicholas John Studio is perfect for 
teaching, coaching or individual practice. 
This is also our AV control room so may 
not always be available for hire.
 

 
 *Discounts available for charities, partners and local businesses. 
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SPACES FOR HIRESPACES FOR HIRE

Price
£15 per hour*

Location
Ground Floor

Capacity
4 people 

Piano
One upright piano  
(Yamaha)

Dimensions
3.7m x 2.37m (9m²)

Height  
3.2m

Practice Room One
Practice Room One is our smallest  
room available for hire and is perfect  
for individual practice.
 

Price
£15 per hour*

Location
Ground Floor

Capacity
4 people 

Piano
One upright piano  
(Yamaha)

Dimensions
3.6m x 3.44m (12m²)

Height  
2.8m

Practice Room Two
Practice Room Two is ideal for individual 
practice or can also be used for teaching.
 

 
 *Discounts available for charities, partners and local businesses. 
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HARPSICHORD HIRESPACES FOR HIRE

Meeting Room
Our meeting room is ideal to host small 
boardroom meetings, presentations and 
breakout sessions of up to 10 people.

Equipped with a TV enabling HDMI 
connectivity for laptops and other devices.

Also included is our Meeting Owl - a  
360 degree video conference camera, 
microphone, and speaker that allows 
remote team members to see and  
hear all the employees present during  
a meeting.

Price
£15 per hour

Location
Ground Floor

Capacity
10 people 

Dimensions
3.6m x 4.8m (17m²)

Height  
3m

AV equipment
Plasma TV
Meeting Owl
Additional monitors  
available upon request

Harpsichord hire
Our 18th century style Flemish single 
manual harpsichord, compass FF-g3, 
transposing A415/A440 is available to hire.

Tuning can be arranged on request.

Price
£10 per hour / £50 per day
(Cost in addition to room hire)
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AV Equipment
The National Opera Studio offers a variety  
of equipment and services to elevate  
your event or support your filming or 
livestream ambitions.

The state-of-the-art audio visual 
equipment installed in the Blackburn Hall 
offers: filming, livestreaming, projection, 
lighting, audio recording and amplification.

We are happy to tailor packages to suit 
your needs. The equipment and level  
of technical support will depend on your 
requirements. Technical support rates  
are on page 25.

Contact hires@nationaloperastudio.org.uk  
if you would like to discuss any of these 
options or explore ideas with a member  
of our team.
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XXAV EQUIPMENT

Available Items

Lighting*
Venue lighting

PA System
Digital mixing desk - Allen&Heath SQ-5
2 x Hanging ambient microphones
2 x Speakers
Denon CD & Blu-ray player
Apple TV
3mm phono lead
HDMI lead

Projection
1x Canon XEED WUX6010 HD projector
1x Large projection screen

Audio
2x Schoeps hanging ambient microphones
2x Schoeps microphones on a stereo bar
2x DPA 2006 mics on individual stands
1x Sennheiser handheld microphone
2x Sennheiser wireless LAV microphones

Filming and/or Livestreaming**
3 x Fixed 4k Panasonic PTZ Cameras
1 x Panasonic 4k camcorder on tripod
Blackmagic: Hyperdeck Studio Hd Mini
Hidden remote operation: pan, tilt and zoom
(For recording and live-streaming in the Blackburn hall)

AJA HELO Recording and Streaming Device compatible 
with platforms including YouTube, Facebook and Vimeo

Blackmagic video production suite capable of recording 
multiple sources and overlay titles and graphics. 
Recording in ProRes quality as well as H.264

 * There are a number of lighting presets that can be selected from a control pad  
  in the Hall. If you would like to change lighting positions, a lighting technician will  
  be required and rates are included on page 25.
**  NOS AV technician required. The equipment and level of technical support will  
  depend on your requirements.

Cost

£10 p/h

Included in hire

£5 p/h

See our 'Filming and 
livestream' packages

See our 'Filming and 
livestream' packages

 “Thanks so much for having  
us. Our auditions worked 
perfectly in your space, and 
the logistics were easy. Your 
facilities were great and we 
would definitely recommend 
your space for auditions.”
BBC Young Musician

Image by Craig Fuller
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Filming and 
livestream packages
The National Opera Studio’s quiet location 
combined with its state-of-the art 
recording facilities makes it the perfect 
place to host livestreamed auditions or 
record your demo or audition video. 
We offer a number of packages to suit 
your needs*:  
Basic: A basic camera set-up using our 
self-record station.  

Standard: Multi-camera set up led by  
a NOS AV technician. This package is  
also good if you’re looking to livestream 
your audition or performance.  

Premium: This package is for those looking 
for something a little more creative and is 
offered in partnership with Knight Classical.

Contact hires@nationaloperastudio.org.uk 
to discuss your filming requirements with  
a member of our team. 

 *A pianist is not included in your hire. A NOS trained repetiteur can be arranged 
at a fee of £30 per hour. 

Image by Fiona Hanson



22 23

FILMING AND LIVESTREAM PACKAGESFILMING AND LIVESTREAM PACKAGES

What's included: 
 
Hall & Lighting
Blackburn Hall, lighting rig 
and piano 
 
Audio
2x Schoeps hanging  
ambient microphones
 
Filming
- 1 x Fixed 4k Panasonic  
  PTZ Camera
- Blackmagic: Hyperdeck  
  Studio Hd Mini 
 
No Technician Required 
 

Setup Time
N/A 

Cost 
£60 per hour  
 

Basic (Self-record)
Our basic filming package is perfect  
for audition videos and doesn’t require  
a technician or videographer - just an  
SD card!*

Through the use of our self-record 
station, hirers can film themselves using a 
locked-off shot from the centre mounted 
HD camera in the Blackburn Hall. Audio is 
fed from the hung microphones in the 
centre of the Hall. You will be able to see 
the recordings in real time through a 
computer monitor and even watch back 
if needed.

Your performances are recorded onto an 
SD card to take home with you straight 
away for editing.
 

What's included: 
 
Hall & Lighting
Blackburn Hall, lighting rig 
and piano 
 
Audio
2x Schoeps hanging  
ambient microphones
2x Schoeps microphones  
on a stereo bar
2x DPA 2006 mics on  
individual stands
 
Filming
- 3 x Fixed 4k Panasonic  
 PTZ Cameras
- 1 x Panasonic 4k camcorder  
 on tripod  
 
NOS AV technician 

Setup Time
30mins 

Cost 
£200+  
£60 per hour*  

Standard
Our standard filming package is very 
popular with the Young Artists at the 
Studio and is most frequently used for 
filming or livestreaming performances 
and auditions. Recent examples can  
be found on our YouTube channel.

The session is managed by a NOS AV 
technician and uses our multi-camera 
set up. You will receive edits of your 
performances and - if required - fixed 
camera edits that match standard 
audition requirements. Audio-only files 
are also possible.

The price is inclusive of the recording 
session and all post-production which 
includes: sound balancing and mixing; 
colour grading; titles and performer 
information and finished video files (MP4 
format) of each piece at 1080HD resolution.
 

*SD card not provided 
Images by Craig Fuller  *Special filming days are held during the year where this is reduced to a total cost of £125 per hour.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjlR-owCRHB4k7PqloKnGEQ
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FILMING AND LIVESTREAM PACKAGESFILMING AND LIVESTREAM PACKAGES

What's included: 
 
Our standard filming package 
set-up as well as additional 
AV equipment and lighting  
as required provided by 
Knight Classical

Producer and videographer 
from Knight Classical 

Cost 
Calculated based on  
your requirements

Premium
Our Premium package is offered in 
partnership with the digital team at Knight 
Classical - one of the leading agencies 
offering bespoke services to the classical 
music industry.

This options allows greater flexibility when 
filming which will make your film stand out 
and feel more unique.

The studio session includes full professional 
filming and studio audio recordings for  
an all-inclusive package price, with a 
producer and videographer from Knight 
Classical. You can record up to 3 arias 
during the session. After the session  
you will receive fully edited videos for 
each aria and a studio-quality mixed 
audio recording. 
Special projects: If you’re looking for 
something a little more creative - such 
as a promotional film - please do not 
hesitate to get in touch.

Audio-visual technician 
 
0-4 hours £175 
(half-day) 

4-8 hours £350 
(full day) 

8-12 hours £525 
(day & a half) 

Lighting technician 

0-4 hours £100  
(half-day) 

4-8 hours £200  
(full day) 

8-12 hours £300 
(day & a half) 

Technical support rates
Should you require a technician to support 
your hire, rates are included here. The 
level of technical support will depend on 
your requirements.
 

https://knightclassical.com/digital
https://knightclassical.com/digital
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Facilities
The National Opera Studio has a spacious, 
bright foyer and kitchen. The kitchen has  
a fridge, freezer, microwave and tea and 
coffee-making facilities. 

There are three toilets situated on the ground 
floor, one of which is wheelchair accessible.

Equipment
At no extra cost, chairs and music stands  
are available should they be needed. Please 
inform us of your requirements when you 
make your booking.

Wi-fi
Free wi-fi is available throughout the building.

Caretaker
A caretaker is included in your hire. Should  
an additional caretaker be required, this  
can be arranged at a fee of £27.50 per hour.

Stewards
If you're hosting an event hosting with more 
than 20 people, a steward will be required. 
Stewards can be arranged at a fee of £27.50 
per hour.

Accessibility
Each space is fully accessible on the ground 
floor or via our platform lift. If you have any 
specific access requirements, please don't 
hesitate to ask us and we'll almost certainly be 
able to accommodate them.

Parking
There is limited parking. Temporary parking 
permits are available to purchase from the 
NOS at £5 each to park in Chapel Yard. Parking 
is also available at Southside Shopping Centre.

Kitchen

Foyer

Closest stations
       Wandsworth Town 0.6 miles (10 min walk)
       East Putney 0.8 miles (15 min walk) 

Waterloo Station is approximately 13 minutes 
direct from Wandsworth Town station.

Buses
37, 39, 145, 170, 220, 270, 337, 485, 670

Additional hire information Location and Contact

For all venue hire bookings and enquiries,  
please get in touch: 

020 8874 8811
hires@nationaloperastudio.org.uk
nationaloperastudio.org.uk/venue-hire
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National Opera Studio
2 Chapel Yard
Wandsworth High Street
London SW18 4HZ
info@nationaloperastudio.org.uk
+44 (0) 20 8874 8811
www.nationaloperastudio.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 274755
Company No. 01332955 
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